Looking for partnership for the NORFACE Programme in the field crossing media studies, sociology and migration/minorities
A group of researchers in media studies based at the UBI (Universidade da Beira Interior, Portugal) looks for partners that might be interested in developing an international project to be submitted to the NORFACE Transnational Programme “Migration in Europe”.
We are opened to join projects already being designed in the media studies/sociology field, in case the proponents are interested in incorporating Portuguese partners.

Nevertheless we indicate below our own idea for a research topic, at a broad level, that could be narrowed and specified for empirical inquiry according to the possible partners interests.

Proposal for a research on
mainstream media integration of ‘ethnic’ professionals

Our proposal would aim to launch an international research that maps today’s situation about the integration of ethnic/immigration minority members as professionals in the mainstream media in several European countries that have received important immigration movements for the last decades.
The research should be able to draw a comparative picture within Europe, taking into account the different political backgrounds and immigration histories in each country.
We believe that access and participation (in the news, fiction and entertaining areas) by professionals from minority members in mainstream media are relevant questions in the hub of cultural and symbolic integration of ethnic minorities in European nations – for it may both reveal and feed specific models of integrating different groups that each country deals with.
Do these professionals represent social groups for the publics, and in which sense? Do they introduce minority viewpoints in media making, broadening the plurality of social perspectives, or do they just add ‘colour’? Do their work and presence help to blur ethnic lines or does it rather stress ‘cultural’ frontiers?
To answer this kind of questions, the research should be able (1) to make a comprehensive account of the processes and policies that have been at work in each country, (2) to inquire into the experiences and perceptions held by media ‘ethnic’ professionals and (3) to inquire the readings that have been made by both minority and majority audiences about the ‘ethnic’ media participation or its lacking.
The proposal should be submitted to the thematic field named “Integration” in the NORFACE Programme.
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