NORFACE CALL FOR CO-APPLICANTS 
 
This is a call for prospective applicants to NORFACE (New Opportunities for Research Funding Agency Cooperation in Europe,, www.norface.org), who are contemplating a project on one or more of the following themes:
effects of outmigration on welfare of families and communities 'left behind' (esp. with respect to older people);
transnational social and support networks (both informal and formal);
migration from EU accession countries, especially care worker migration from Central and Eastern European countries; migration decision-making;
transmigrant identity formation .

 
The deadline for outline proposals is 10 September 2008. 

 
CURRENT PROJECT 
The Centre for Research on Ageing (CRA) at the University of Southampton is currently conducting research on the effects of disproportionate outmigration of adult kin to Germany on the situation of older Transylvanian Saxons in Transylvania, Romania. We are interested in the functioning of transnational familial and non-familial support networks, the emergent role of local and transnational civil society welfare provision, the experience of people migrating late in life, and the effects of migration on the identity of older Transylvanian Saxons in Romania and Germany. 

 
PLANS FOR FUTURE PROJECT 
Our qualitative research in Transylvania has provided useful insights into the local and transnational, formal and informal networks that exist for Saxon elderly people in Romania. A necessary next step would involve comparisons between different ethnic groups and/or countries in order to establish the ways in which different family and community structures, historical transnational linkages, linguistic competencies, and economic and political circumstances shape the migration process and its impact on local and transnational support networks. We would also like to investigate further how migration and remittance decisions are made, and under what circumstances temporary, individual migrations become more permanent migrations involving whole families (and particularly older people). An investigation of the impacts of care-worker migration on sending and receiving households and communities would be a further welcome dimension to future research. 

While our research interests emphasise the impacts of migration on older people, we feel that the questions and issues raised are of wider relevance to an understanding of migration and integration in Europe today. We are therefore hoping to hear from other researchers interested in a collaborative research project application to NORFACE on the themes outlined here. Please contact Dr Julia Schonheinz via transylvania@soton.ac.uk or j.c.schonheinz@soton.ac.uk. 
 
Best wishes

Dr Julia Schonheinz

