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Research ideas – Integration of Muslims in Europe   

The debate about how to best integrate its growing ethnic minorities, arriving from different parts of the world, is not new in Europe. This debate is intimately linked to the rise of extreme-right and populist movements all over the continent during the 90’s, with a declared anti-immigration agenda. Considering the lack of a common European integration model of immigrants and the fact that the existent national models seem to be in crisis, managing social, cultural and religious diversity within effective democratic governance has now become a widespread issue. One of the most salient components of this debate is the perception that there is an incompatibility between some Muslims’ beliefs and practices and the secular values of European societies.   
European Muslims have recently been the object of a growing amount of studies. However, there is the need to further explore the process of integration of Muslim minorities; the impact of social, cultural and religious diversity on the development of institutions; the development of ethnic and religious communities nationally and transnationally; the growing challenges to secular modernity; and the obstacles to the integration of these minorities.     
As Political scientist and researcher, I’m interested in getting in contact with partners/ participating in international projects researching the arriving and integration of Muslim immigrants in European societies in a comparative perspective. I’m interested in researching the political, cultural, social and religious aspects of Muslim integration in host societies and the impact of different religious and cultural identities in different European countries. Additionally, I’m wiling to explore the attitudes of these societies towards Muslims and to confront the assumption that Muslims beliefs and European values are incompatible through extensive fieldwork.    
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