What integration model for minorities in Europe: the case of Muslim communities in Europe
I am looking for partners for this project or, in alternative, I would like to take part in NORFACE as a co-applicant investigating the topic proposed or a similar one.

ABSTRACT

Since the early 1990s, the issue of migration of third country nationals to the European Union (EU) has become increasingly important. None of the EU countries consciously set out to build a multicultural society, yet that has been the long-term result of processes of immigration initiated for economic or political reasons. As the proportion of non-nationals in the population of EU member states develops and is expected to grow, coordinated and sustained efforts to ensure the social integration of migrants are more than ever seen as necessary. All immigration countries have to face up to broadly similar challenges with regard to integration, although they have developed quite different approaches with regard to policies and goals. 

Most EU countries have made major efforts in recent years to improve the integration of immigrants by developing national integration policies, but consider that the policies that they have conducted so far have not been sufficiently effective. The two opposing ideologies with regard to cultural integration are whether migrants are expected to assimilate fully to the host society, or whether they may keep their own cultural identity, the so-called multicultural ideal. No member state explicitly favours a complete assimilation of migrants, bur differences do exist among them as to the desirability of certain degrees of acculturation. Across Europe, multiculturalism is in retreat and integration is once again the crucial watchword.
A major area of debate concerns the nature of integration programmes and the kind of integration measures which should be provided. We will distinguish four dimensions to integration (socio-economic; cultural; legal and political; the attitudes of recipient societies towards migrants), but we will concentrate on the problems which arise in studying social/cultural integration.

There has been widespread questioning about whether Muslims can or are willing to be integrated into European society and its political values. In particular, whether Muslims are committed to the core European values of freedom, tolerance, democracy, sexual equality and secularism. 

PROJECT OBJECTIVES:

The main aims of this study are to answer the following questions: 

· What is the ability of current integration models to absorb and integrate newcomers?

· What are the barriers and disincentives for participation?

· What are the most relevant cultural barriers?

· What are the factors facilitating participation?

· What is the potential of multiculturalism to enhance social cohesion?

We will explore the notion of integration as such, and we will assess the potential for public authorities to influence integration processes of immigrants. Most member states do not have a monitoring system that provides a holistic view of integration. In this study an attempt will be made to draw up some indicators concerning the integration of immigrants or population with an immigration background. Most member states do not have a monitoring system that provides a holistic view of integration. To explore some aspects of the concept of integration and to assess how these aspects can be measured in a way that enables comparisons between member-states
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